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Memorandum

The Grackle War

S S 3
The grackle control crew and supervisors

by Jerry D. Harrison
Superintendent of Grounds
Maintenance

University of Texas/Austin

he University of Texas at Austin has
been plagued by a large infestation of
grackles since 1979. Even before that
time, we had grackles on the campus, but
the numbers were not significant enough

to warrant trying to move them. Their
numbers began a steady increase over a
three-to-four year period from the mid-
1970s. By the end of the decade, we had a
real problem. The numbers continued to
increase. Then, after a very cold week in
late December 1989, it appeared that the
birds would take over,

We began increasing our efforts to
clean up after them, which at this point
required approximately 50 labor hours
per week ($350). During an avcr?;ge year
this could extend from mid-November
through March. The problem was that the
grackles could make more mess than we
could clean up. Everyone, from students
to top administration, was tired of the
mess—we had to come up with something
to move the grackles off the campus.

Our past attempts to move the grackles
from campus had included rubber snakes,
scare eye balloons, clapper boards, tacky
food bird repellent, tree pruning to reduce
the crown and amount of cover, crown
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gun, high-pressure water spray, avalarms,
and a pyrotechnic device. As we analyzed
our past failures, and the failures and few
successes of others around the country, we
realized that whatever we were going to
do, we had to do it on a campus-wide
scale. Also, in analyzing the other meth-
ods we determined that whatever tactic,
we used, it needed to be loud and as near*
to the birds as possible. Our most success-
ful approach had been with the crow gun.
The problem was we only had one gun;
therefore, we could only work a limited

‘area, and many times the birds would

move in behind us. I :

After considerable contemplation, we
arrived at what was to be our proposed
plan of attack. This would be to strategi-
cally locate 15 workers (wearing fluores-
cent vests for easy identification) on the
main campus (approximately 400 acres).
Each person would be armed with a 12-
gauge shotgun, cracker shells (pyrotech-
nic devices that are fired from a gun, and
the main explosion occurs near the birds),
and a two-way radio for communication
purposes. The firing would begin as the
birds began to roost and would continue
until it became too dark for the birds to fly
away (they do not like to fly after dark).
The plan was to do this every evening for
10 consecutive days, then evaluate our
success or failure and adjust our plan ac-
cordingly.

A critical part of our plan included
alerting the campus community of our
proposal to ensure its support, since our
work was going to be somewhat loud and
disruptive. We planned to alert the stu-
dents and staff through the campus news-
paper, the campus radio station, and
memos to all department heads. Addition-
ally, the local news media was notified in
hopes that they would provide informa-
tion to the residents of Austin. The univer-
sity police were involved to provide sup-
port, such as training sessions on gun
safety and availability in the event that
any problems arose during the actual
firings.

The estimated cost for this grackle con-
trol project was $2,500 for materials and
approximately $2,500 for labor, since it
would involve overtime. This estimate was
for initially moving the roost; the labor
cost would increase when the birds return
and need to be reminded that they are not
welcome.
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We presented the plan to the adminis-
tration for approval, which we received.
Then we began to work out the details,
such as what night we would start firing,
contacting the university police about
conducting a class on gun safety, and or-
dering all materials including 15 (12-
gauge) shotguns, cracker shells, fluores-
cent vests, and safety goggles. Once all
these things were in place we were ready
for the assault.

Finally, on February 13, we began the
actual campaign. We assembled all par-
ticipants at 5:00 p.m. to review gun safety,
outline our plan of attack, and issue the
shotguns, vests, shells, and safety goggles.
We wanted everyone to be absolutely sure
that they understood what we were trying
to do so there would not be any problems.
We divided the campus into 15 areas with
one person in each area, armed with a 12-
gauge shotgun and 10 cracker shells. The
plan was to fire above the trees as the
grackles began to search for roosts. At
approximately 6:30 p.m., we began firing
and continued until approximately 7:10
p.m. During this time we fired 185 shells.
The birds were obviously disturbed and
many left the campus, but we did not
know if they would return as soon as they
realized we were gone.

The second day, we continued along the
same lines, firing 151 shells. We noticed
that the grackles were very nervous and
the numbers were reduced from the previ-
ous night.

On the third day, we fired 88 shells,
mostly in the perimeter areas of campus,
with very few birds landing in the interior
areas.

On the following day, we varied our
plan slightly, firing at the flocks as they
were flying. Doing this we fired 138 shells,
and few birds attempted to land. We also
fired 37 shells in the area around the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion (which is located eight
blocks south of the campus) at their re-
quest.

On day five, we only fired 20 shells on
campus and seven at the Governor’s Man-
sion. There were very few birds on cam-
pus, and most were flying very high, with
no apparent intention of landing.

The sixth day, we only fired four shells
and saw very few birds on or near the
campus. We did some checking and found
large numbers of birds along Town Lake,
approximately a mile and a quarter from
campus.

On the seventh day, we reduced our
patrol to five people and only two shots
were fired. This was our seventh consecu-
tive night to fire, and it appeared that we
were successful. At that point we sus-

pended our regular nightly patrols.

We continued to check the campus for
returning birds, but very few were seen
until the following Thursday. This sight-
ing was limited to about 25 birds in one or
two trees in one area. That Friday night
we had one person go after this group of
birds. They were not easily moved, but
finally gave in after 13 shots were fired.

Two weeks later, a group of less than 50
birds apparently returned. We sent out a
crew of four workers to this area of cam-
pus to try to convince this group of deter-
mined birds that they were not welcome.
The crew also checked the remainder of
the campus and did not find enough birds
to warrant shooting. Fourteen shots were
fired during this mini campaigﬁ. The
problem was checked before sunrise on
Friday and the birds had not retumed dur-
ing the night.

Since that time we have kept a constant
patrol for grackles, and we have to fire
periodically, as necessary, until later in
the spring when the grackles no longer
return. When the fall returned the birds
came with it, seeking their winter roost.
We once again greeted them with cracker
shells, causing them to establish their
roost somewhere else.

Our actual cost ended up being some-
what higher than we had anticipated. This

was due to more overtime each night in
order to ensure safe handling of the guns
and shells (which included cleaning the
guns each evening), additional time wait-
ing for the birds to come in, and to at-
tempt to ensure that they were settled
somewhere else for the night before we
quit for the evening. We also purchased a
larger quantity of shells due to a signifi-
cant price break. Even with the added
expenditures, we are still spending less
now than when we were attempting to
clean up after the birds.

In conclusion, we feel that our eﬂ‘ortS‘
were very successful, even though there
are still a few grackles (less than 100) left
on campus. This plan is not as permanent
as we had hoped, but accomplished at
least a 95 percent reduction in the number
of birds. Less than 5 percent that remain
are dispersed enough that they are not
really a problem. We have learned that we
can move them anytime they begin to in-
crease and create a problem. The shot-
guns and cracker shells can successfully
move the birds, but the factor that con-
tributed to our success was alerting the
campus community, through the news
media, getting their support, and the sup-
port of the administration.
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Unfm-tunately,astsalltoomumnm
short

the current business mindset,
exploitation of resources for and
- maximum profit is the overriding concern.
* Hurwitz looted the workers’ pension
funds as a way to cover his takeover costs
~and he paid himself a $20 million bonus
last summer. Meanwhile, the company
‘town of Scotia is facing an uncertain fu-
ture; once the trees are gone, so will be the
- jobs. Families, generations of which have
worked for Pacific Lumber, will find their
~way of life destroyed.
" The fact that Hurwitz specifically exclud-
~ed the press from his lecture suggests that
“he is not comfortable with a free examina-
_ tion of his activities.

- We were always under the impression
that the University was “the marketplace
" of ideas” and a forum for the free ex-
change of information, but apparently, the
College of Business Administration can’t
see the profit in that. Inviting Hurwitz to
. give a lecture on ethics implies that either
. they are ignorant of, or merely callous re-
garding, his business activites.

- Who's giving the next lecture — Ivan
‘Boesky or Jim Bakker?
e Annie Kearns
Bureau of Economic Geology
e Dennis Kearns
i Department of Botany
“Killer Union ad out of line

Granted, the advertising business is a
competitive, dog-eat-dog enterprise.
~ You're either selling and on top, or you're
- nowhere. However, in Tuesday’s The Daily
* Texan, the unneccesarily violent advertise-
“ments espousing the glory of the Texas
- Union’s facilities crossed the line.
~ We all know the longing for pastry and a

cup of joe can get pretty fierce, but the
~wording in the Union’s ad was starkly out

of place and even upsetting.
*  What's next? “If | don’t get a #2 burrito
I'll cut my throat” or “I'd disembowel
' somebody for a ﬁve—sectzon notebook!"
Come on, guys. Sell! Sell! Sell! But let's

d keep it clean.
‘ Ch:sley Allen
English

Birds a real problem, man
Please, Patricia Kennedy (“Drop anti-
ckle cannons,” Firing Line, Monday)
ﬁk at the grackles from another point of
- view!
- I'm positive there has been more than
~ "one complaint about grackle gs
" on cars” — I'm sure there have a
1 muihtude of complamts And not just
from lamenting auto owners, either.
As you obviously fail to remember,
some of us aren’t lucky e to drive
our poop-covered cars away from the Uni-

‘p-m. (no umbrellas or

live here. 'l‘ous, m

Snmeofus

_khsmmm]i\mjustapmhlemd

‘cars. Te a real
Ymmmpared&necannomtoam‘
out of Steel Magnolias. But try joggi
around 6 p.m. and you'll think’m
Hitchcock is filming in the quad! Don’t
leave the cafeteria with an ice-cream or
you may get a surprise t
Not yameﬂnegra&?lgslgudandan-
ing, they’re a health hazard. A group
of birds that size is a high-risk disease car-
rier and besides that, they’re just plain dis-
gusting, :
It's not that we expect the

feet, much less breath while walking over

it (try after a heavy rain — Mmmm!), then |

there is a valid problem.

Patricia, we’re not ta!kmg about a “few -
talking about
thousands! An incomprehensible multi-
tude of dirty, filthy, obnoxious grackles! -
— these birds have
been copulating all wmter Imagine how. -

ckles” — we're

pesty gra

And spring is coming

their numbers will grow!

Though I'm not the blggest fan of the 5
cannons, at least they demonstrate a will- -
irigness on the part of the administration
to solve the problem before it gets worse. -
They aren’t killing the birds, but trying to .
get them to leave. They could kill the .

damn things, but they don’t,

I'll be the first to admit the mnnorls

aren’t terribly successful; however, I can’t

come up with a better idea, so I'll trust the = |
University to do what it has to until the |

problem is solved.

.If you still don’t understand, Patricia,
whz don’t you come over sometime, pref- |
erably after it rains, and we'll take a nice

leisurely stroll down Speedway about 6:30
gas masks al-
lowed!). Then we'll ﬂhcktomy dorm
and you can have a

from the tap that smells like bird crap.

If you still feel such a deep committment
to grackle rights after that, I think I speak
for all the residents in University housing
when I give you permission to take them
all home with you. You can have them.

Liesl L. Gray
Littlefield dorm resident

On the menu this évening ...

After watching the UT-Arkansas farce
on Sunday, 1 have come to the conclusion
that Nolan Richardson is the biggest cow-
ard in the Southwest Conference. By leav-
ing the court early, he hs taught us one
important lesson: When the are
down, just quit. I just don’t see how this
spmeless jellyfish can live with himself.

Rob Imparato
: Comnunﬂ!wns

Dhily Tevan Faiog Lese 2/9/%

big glass of water |

pavement to |,
be “free of bird droppings,” but when you |
can’t see the pavement underneath your |
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Finally Resolved

continued until it became too dark for them to fly
away(they don't like to fly after dark). The campus was ng
divided into 15 areas with one person in each area armed

with a 12 guage shotgun and 10 cracker shells. Each night the
grackle population dwindled. By the 7th day only a few shots
were fired. Currently the plans are to fire again as necessary.

After rying a variety of less than successful
methods to rid the University campus area of grackles,
Grounds Maintenance may have finally succeeded. The
grackles first appeared in the mid-70s and gradually increased in
numbers until reaching a maximum about eight years ago. During
this time, almost every known method of grackle eradication was
tried: Scare eyes (which are like beach balls with big eyes painted
on them and hung in the trees), plastic blow up snakes (also hung

in the trees), wooden ‘Aggie clappers’ (two 1" X 4" boards

hinged in the middle so you can slam them together and

make a loud noise!), avalarms (electronic recordings of

bird distress calls), crow guns (cannon like devices using
propane), trimming the trees to disrupt roosting areas, and
spraying Tacky Foot (a compound that is unpleasant for the birds
toland on, but which only created amess that had to be cleaned up).
At one point, a bird expert was hired and he recommended using
a hand-held rocket that chased the birds, but there was only one
of these devices and it didn’t work.

Nothing seemed to work, so Grounds Main-
tenance employees ended up hosing down the affected
areas with fire hoses two or three times a week as early
as 5:00 A.M. After complaints of the stench, reports of
anaccident, and damage to shrubs and trees, Grounds Maintenance
investigated another method that worked in the San Antonio
Riverwalk area. At dusk, for seven consecutive days, fifteen
Grounds Maintenance employees shot over 600 cracker shells
above the trees where the birds roost. Each was equipped with a
single shot 12 gauge shotgun and outfitted in orange vest (so as not
to frighten bystanders). The cracker shells sounded like
@ firecrackers and were less offensive than crow guns. The
grounds crews began firing as the birds began to roost and

Grounds Maintenance purchased 15 shotguns and 4800 rounds

]

of ammunition (more shotguns than the UT Police Dept.!).
Before the shotguns were issued to the grounds crew, the
U. T. Police provided a training session on gun safety.
They were also available in the event any problems arose

during the firings. You might say that UT’s Grounds Mainte-
nance section is the best armed in the state! The

(Story continued on page 9 See Grackles)

;/w

Larry
Toungate,
Construc-

tion Ma-
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erator, is
pictured
here
equipped
Jor the
shoot.




Grounds Maintenance

Spring appears to have started early this year despite the harsh
weather we received late in December. This gives us more
time to clean up the damage caused by the record breaking
temperatures. The Grounds crews have been busy pruning
back damaged plants and removing freeze killed plant material.
Leonard Sauls, Assistant Landscape Supervisor said, “We
may have lost over 2,000 shrubs this winter. Trees were also
damaged including some of our prized mountain laurels.”
The combination of a hot dry summer and a frigid cold winter
can take its toll on all but the hardiest of plants.

Pictured
right are
Fernando
Fernandez,
Gardener,
Andrew
Bradford,
Crew
Leader,
and Mau-
rice
Chavez,

Groundieeeper

They are removing dead shrubs from an area outsideRobert
Lee Moore Hall and Ernest Cockrell Jr. Hall.

It’s been interesting “ironing out the bugs,” so to speak in our
new greenhouses. As with any new equipment, adjustments
have to be made. Grounds is fortunate to have many employ-
ees who are “Jacks of all trades,” to help with the green-
houses. To operate them requires not only knowledge of
plants but also the ability to handle the mechanics of green-
house equipment. We are now propagating most of our

Pictured
left is John
Welsch,
Gardener,
spraying
insecticide
in the
green-
house.

summer/fall annuals for the campus area beds, from cuttings
as well as seed germination. The greenhouses also contain
over 200 tropicals for use in campus setups. We propagate a
few interior tropicals and plan to expand on this quite a bit.

We want to welcome three new part-time employees who
will be working with us in the afternoons this spring: Chris
Taylor, Joe Carlson, and Phillip Chavez. They are from
area high schools and are sponsored by the Austin Urban
League. They will work on various crews where the extra
helpisneeded. This will also expose them to a variety of jobs
in the Grounds Department.

Grackles (continued from page 1)

shots were used to scare the birds from the center of campus
to the outer edges. This time the operation was a success
because the entire campus was covered. But where did the
birds go? One large flock headed south straight for the gov-
emor’s mansion, less than one mile away. They converged
on the lawn in one big, mad, squawking flock, as if demand-
ing an audience with Gov. Bill Clements himself. He wasn’t
home. George Richter went to the governor’s mansion and
forced the birds further south. Grackles were also spotted in
Waterloo Park and in the park area along Town Lake. Appar-
ently this method worked but it is not a one-time affair. It will
be an ongoing process. Howard Wilson, Physical Plant Di-
rector, said, “We’re waiting to see whether they come back
but for the time being, it’s now a much nicer place.”

By T "

Left: Isaac
Harper,
Grounds Main-
tenance Leader
& Stephen
vy Schoen,
" Groundskeeper
_ repairing sprin-
kler heads at
Little Campus
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Above: Santos Rodriguez, Maintenance Worker
I1, Repairing a weed eater g
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{UTwins'Grapple with grackles§

AUSTIN, Texas -- The University of Texas at Austin is declaring victory in the War of the Grackles. Finally.

UT personnel had been trying for years to get rid of thousands of black-winged grackles that roosted in the
trees on campus, soiling the sidewalks with their droppings and filling the air with their raucous bird chatter.

Grackle control plans had been as intense as they were futile. Early attempts to rid the campus of the birds
included placing rubber snakes and balloons in trees, using clapper boards, high-pressure water spray, netting and even a
recording which supposedly sounded like a dying grackle. But the cackling gfacklcs, whose droppings present a health
hazard as well as a mess, refused to leave. Grackles, which are migratory birds, are protected by federal law, so
University officials had to try to drive them out rather than kill them.

Last month UT employees decided enough was enough. Fifteen men armed with 12-gauge shotguns loaded
with cracker shells (exploding firecracker-type devices) began firing above the trees as the birds started to roost. The
combination of noise, flash, location and persistence apparently did the trick.

"All the men were strategically located on the 400-acre main campus and ready for the assault," said Howard
Wilson, director of the physical plant. "We finally chased them from the campus.”

From the campus, yes, but it was discovered that the birds had flown straight to the Governor’s Mansion,
about 10 blocks south of the campus. In a good-will gesture, the University sent its grackle-dispersion team to drive the
flock away and now the birds are thought to be roosting around Town Lake.

They haven’t been back to the campus in almost a month.

The shotgun attacks, which began at dusk when grackles started to settle down and roost, went on for several
nights. The campaign began Feb. 13 and by Feb. 19 the University suspended its regular nightly grackle patrol. Wilson
said one problem spot remains on the campus -- an area near the Engineering Science Building where a small group of
grackles refuses to leave. .

"For the most part, we’ve sent the grackles back to Austin from where they came," Wilson said. "These birds
came to us because of development in the greater Austin area and because the grackles like live oak trees, which keep
leaves year around,” he said. The UT Austin campus has about 4,000 trees, many of them live oaks.

UT had been plagued by grackles since 1979. "Their numbers began to steadily increase and before long it
appeared that the birds would take over,” said Jerry Harrison, grounds maintenance superintendent. At one point,

physical plant employees were spending 50 hours a week cleaning up after the birds.

(over)



-UT--Grackle war over

The estimated cost for the most recent grackle control project was $9,000 for materials and overtime pay.
“This estimate is for initially moving the roost -- the labor cost may increase if the birds return and need to be reminded
that they are not welcome,” said Harrison. Past expenses include $22,000 for tree trimming and nearly $500 for rubber
snakes, balloons and a crow gun. "Even with the recent added expenditures, we are still spcnding less now than when we
were attempting to clean up after them," he said.
"The problem was that the grackles could make more mess than we could clean up," said Harrison. "We had

to come up with something to move the grackles off the campus.”

The following are some of the methods the grounds maintenance section of the physical plant attempted:

W Tree trimming: Severe pruning of trees to remove the smaller branches which the birds roost on. Result:
The birds still used the trees, but since there were fewer branches, they also used other trees in the area.

B Pyrotechnics gun: A starter pistol which had an attachment that shot a whistle chaser into the air. Result:
The birds moved from one place to another, but returned.

B Avalarm: A recording which sounded like a grackle in distress. The recording, played over a loud speaker,
was a very loud and irritating noise. Result: No effect on the birds at all.

M Wooden clappers: Two pieces of wood attached with a hinge. The boards were slapped together producing
a loud noise. Result: The birds moved from one location to another at first, but ;hey became accustomed to the noise
and many just stayed where they were.

W Rubber snakes: These were blow up snakes about five feet long which were placed in the top of trees.
Result: The birds did not move at all.

M Netting placed over trees. Result: Successful for limited use.

W Crow gun. This is not actually a gun, but it does make a very loud noise that sounds much like a shotgun.
Result: The birds moved from one location to another, but returned. This method also scared quite a few people.

Although lumped together as grackles, the campus bird problem actually included great-tailed grackles,
common grackles, starlings, cow birds and red-winged blackbirds. Ninety-five percent, however, appeared to be |
common grackles that would come to the UT campus at dusk and leave at dawn, sometimes flying 20 or 30 miles to feed
in fields outside Austin.

In analyzing past failures and the few successes around the country, UT employees realized whatever they:
were going to do, it had to be campus-wide, as near to the birds as possible and most importantly -- loud.

"Grackles are a type of bird that send in scouts first," said Wilson. "If it looks like they’re coming back, we’ll be

ready."
##H#
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Harrison said the university ap-
pears to be getting more bang for its

. bucks with the lastest strategy, which

.also has been used to clear San Anto-
nio’s grackle-plagued Riverwalk.

He said university workers — out-
fitted in fluorescent orange vests and
carrying hand-held radios — will be- -
gin their search-and-scatter missions
at dusk each night next week.

Starting at the center of campus
and pushing their way outward, they
will fire off rounds of cracker shells to
scare off the birds in hopes the grack-
les will flee the noise-filled campus
and never return.

“They’ll be wearing the vests so
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men are carrying these guns around
campus,” Harrison said. “We don’t
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Pesky birds-

© -

in for shock
of a lifetime
from hotel

By ZEKE MacCORMACK

Light comespondent

Pigeons looking to light along a section of the River
Walk will be shocked to discover that a-hotel there
has undertaken measures to prevent them from

checking in.

The newest avian aversion system downtowa em-
ploys more than five miles of electrical wire strung
alqng ledges of the Hyatt Regency San Antonio and
the Presa Street Bridge to shock unwanted birds from

their perches.

“We're using low-voltage electricity for behavior
modification for pigeons,” said Richard Selzer, co-
owner of the Flyaway Co. of Rockwall.

“We're approved by the Audubon Society,” ha'said,
adding that the shock is harmless to man andg bird

alike.

While the system deters pigeons, it is unlikely to
bother great-tailed grackles that roost nightly in trees
downtown, raising a ruckus and soiling sidewaiks.

The Hyatt paid more than $10,000 to fit 12 floors
facing the river with the Fiyaway system, a spokes-
man said. Selzer also fitted a portion of the Presa
Street Bridge for the city free of charge as a

demonstration.

But the city is not likely to electrify River Walk
bridges and ledges because the cost - $3,000 a bridge
- I3 prohibitive, city Parks and Recreation Director

Ronald R. Damer said.

He also said that while pigeons do flutter, BoWw-and
weave their way around downtown - leaving their
calling cards along the way - they are “seconddry and

ag

The newest
avian aversion
system
downtown
employs more
than five miles
of electrical
wire

relatively easy tg con-
trol” compared to the
boisterous black and
blue grackles that-spend
the winter here. ’
Selzer, who quit his
job as a beer saiesman
four years ago to start

Flyaway with his father,.{

said his shocking system
also has been employed
against squirrels, rats,
raccoons and beavers,
“We're still working
on the grackle end,”

Selzer sajd

SAN ANTONIO LIGHT

MONDAY
DECEMBER 4, 1989

At the heart of the
anti-grackle sentiment
downtown are the drop-

BB pings that accumulate on
trees, sidewalks and
buildings, threatening the heaith of residents, paint on
cars and the tourist industry.

Annie Sipherd, manager of the tree-lined Big Bend
Restaurant at 511 River Walk, said many potential
customers “ran by the restaurant last year so they
didn't get bird stuff on their heads.”

And fireworks {gnited for New Year’s caused about
500 birds to fly into the restaurant, said Sipherd, not-
ing, “It's much better for us this vear.”

The weapon of choice against grackles is a “clow |
gun,” which resembles a starter pistol fitted with a |
high-flying explosive that is directed at incoming
flocks. :

The clow guns have bean much more effective than |
the fake owls, fake snakes_balloons with seary faces, |
ultrasonic sound devices, bird distress calls and or-

“chard sprayers that have been tried in the past, Darn-

er said.

“We've looked into everything,” including buying
falcons, Darner said. “They’re very expessive, $5,000
for chicks, plus training. And it probably. wouldn't
look too good if they swooped down and kHed a pi-
geon on the River Walk. .

“The sure-fire way of ridding the problem is killing
some of them. But that's very difficult because of the
opposition I'm sure would be registered, and the other
factor is how do you do {t?"

Richard Hurd, river superintendent with the parks
department, said the city pays $35 in labor nightly to
have two employees shoot “bird bombs” for three
hours. He estimated $1,900 wiil be spent this year on

-| the clow guns and ammunition.

“I think we're being very successful this year,”
Hurd said. R ;

He said last year the city employed seven or eight |
people to work three or four hours cleaning the side-
walks of bird droppings. “We have almost nothing this |
year, just normal cleaning,” he said. ' ,

Mary Rosales, of the Mi Tierra Cafe and Bakery on
Produce Row, suspects all the shooting at Clty Hall
and the River Walk has scared the birds to- Market
Square and other locations. )

“Maybe the probiem is alleviated in some areas,
but I think they're hanging around,” she said.

Market Square Manager Robert Tagle said, “The

bird problem is about 60 percent as bad as last year.
But they still are a problem. They still mess up our
trees and we have to wash every day and it smelis
bterrible - like a wet long-haired dog - and that's
putting it mildly.”






