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\ UTILITIES DIVISION
'} THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

P. 0. Drawer 7580 * Austin, Texas 78713-7580+(512)471-6241

January 9, 1990

TO: Mr. John Burns, Grounds Maintenance
FROM:  Miles Abernathy ML A
SUBJECT: Repelling Birds with Sprayers in Trees

Yesterday you and | were discussing the idea of spraying water into
trees to repel the grackles. You said that ordinary water causes a salt
buildup on the leaves, which will eventually kill the tree. | consulted with
Herman Stepherman of Continental Water, to learn the price of using
purified water for the purpose. | assumed (very optimistically, perhaps)
that we would spray only 8 gpm per tree, for 2 minutes, 8 times per night,
7 days a week. That works out to 900 gallons per week per tree.

The simplest method would be to use a mixed-bed demineralizer, which
is available on contract from Continental Water. Unfortunately, the cost
would be high, about 9¢ per gallon. A “large” unit, which can supply 8 to
10 gpm, has a total capacity of about 1000gallons. It would run about $80
per tree per week!

Things get much cheaper if you get larger equipment. Herman says
that large reverse-osmosis units could supply water for a little as 1/10¢
per gallon. That brings the cost down to 90¢ per tree per week.

This does not include piping, controller, reverse-osmosis unit, etc. If you
would like assistance or further information, please call.

xc: Homer Ward
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I have recently finished a Master’s Degree and have applied for the PhD program in \4\
anthropology. As a result I find myself on campus with regularity and I have suffered along .
with everyone else from the grackle problem. I would like to offer some constructive sugges- ¥
tions.
In San Antonio, we fight the same problems along the river and in our plazas. Last year %\\(‘g
the situation got really out of control and the city launched an all out offensive. They tried N
cverything under the sun and finally learned how to get control of the problem. This year, '
although the problem is not totall inated, the grackle infestation along the river and in
the plazas is under control. I af enclosing~ag article that I found in this morning’s paper. \
I spoke last week to{Ron Darner, diredtor of Parks and Recreation for the City and the \\
City's paint man for the grackle problem. /fhey have a specific grackle control program that \_

they have developed from thedessons they learned. He tells me that he has not spoken to
anyone from the University about grackles although he would be most willing to do so. 1
would be happy to arrange a meeting for someone from the University to talk to Ron and
learn what he is doing. It may be too late to affect the problem this year, but next year, with
.proper planning and for very small expense, you can get them under control. Please let me
know how I can help. I feel that playing a small role in getting the grackle problem at the
University under control would be a humanitarian gesture on my part of real significance. .
Please get in touch with me at the address below. I look forward to hearing from you again. {

Sincerely yours, Q% \
: (
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Dear - 3

Thank you for your letter of December 4 and the
enclosed article regarding grackles from the San Antonio
Light. As the piece indicates, there are no easy solutions.
However, I appreciate your bringing this information to my
attention, and I will ask Mr. Jerry DeCamp, The University’s
Assistant Vice President for Business Affairs, to call Mr.
Ron Darner to discuss the City of San Antonio’s grackle
control program and the "clow guns." We would like very
much to resolve the grackle problem on our campus.

Your interest and support mean a great deal. Best

personal regards.
SinceréE;T//’E;;ii§;§Z§7
g

William H. Cunningham
President

WHC :mk

cc: Mr. G. Charles Franklin
Mr. Jerry DeCamp .

PHYSICAL PLANT
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
RECEIVED

FEB 151390
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PHYSICAL PLANT
Thank you for your recent letter about the gratkles., Yes;,

the University did have a problem with grackles in the past, much
like the one the city of San Antonio seems to be experiencing,
but I am happy to tell you that we launched an attack and seemingly

drove them away--down toward the Governor's Mansion, as it turned
out.

Anyhow, I think we have solved the problem for the time being.
Thanks for writing.
Witl best wisl
PHYSICAL PLANT Si 1
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ineerety yours

RECEIVED /%,(/L/Q

DEC 151992 William S. Livingston
~ Acting President
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